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A slde from vision and talent, there are less-
acknowledged attributes that make for a
% successful renovator, Patience, forbearance
,."' ll\l and a positive attitude are essential.
/ W Interior designer Alanna Smit needed
plenty of each when her husband Mike instigated the
renavation of their three-bedroom weatherboard
cottage on Sydney's Northern Beaches in 2008,

“leame home from hospital with our newbaorn, Sam,
and the front of the property was dug up,” she says,
For the following six months, Alanna - with baby
Sam and her two toddlers Maisic and Penelope in tow
- had to traipse through their neighbour’s property
to access her home.

Mike, a master builder, had been itching to begin.
The couple had spent three years refining their vision
for the property, using all their experience to make
the most of the cottage and its 7oom? plot.

The Family lived in twe rooms while the house was
rebuilt around them, enduring six months without
a kitchen and what felt like a lifetime of torrential
rain. Still, Alanna looked on the bright side. °1 never
had to have anyone over, or clean the house, so in a
wiay it was quite conventent, And 1 could take the
washing to the laundromat.”

Thelr plan was to excavate the hillside the house
was perched upon to allow For a four-car garage at
the front of the property; this aspect was non-
negotiable as the home is also the base for the couples
design and construction business. »
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I believe what's outside the home is
just as important as inside. I'm always
considering what's going on outside

a window or how one is greeted at the

|:.|I (AT, y Alanma Smit, curner tnfertor destamer

DIMING The minnor, originally intended for the bedroom, is made from
a winkage Indign windaw framae. Mirrar, din'l"lg 1able and iimndlﬂl. wll
Manyara Home. The vintage diremg chairs wene joeeed wp with new
cuthiona, Aug, ArmadillelCo. Antique chent, Exlectic Find,

KITCHEN right and oppesite Mike desigred and built the joinery 1o
Alarna'y ipecifications, The thutter doors 10 the pantry wers sabraged
from the existing cottoge. Arobesque splashback tiles, Tiles by Kate.

C s daritang |:|-un|:|1!-ﬂ-|:lin Seow. Olak butchers block. Swave, 5-l'|1|:rg.

Gervasoni Croco perdant lightz lcom kitchen miker, Astra Walker. Fridge,

Fisher&Paykel. The floaring s 50/50 black japan and walnut simin,
Smart buy: Arin bar steals, from S5300/e0ch, CarvossSason,
For Whiene to Buy, Sef page foeb.
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BATHROOM The gensrous ithower curtain deublei i a
‘windoe breatment. ‘Wessex bath, Victoria+Albert, Topware,
Agstra Walker, Poreelain staol, Masrara Hame. Aatigue

mirrar. Floor tiles, Tiles by Kate.

GUEST QUARTERS Elegan private guest quaners kove beem
created in whaot was once a sthed. Bustesfly chair, Mediterranean
Muorkeis. Wall light, Early Settler. As for the artwork= “A beautiful
ool v i tha iree beside they rea and it hoots ot rl'rghd'. says
Alanmo. | would heor her at night when | wos upwith Moise when
ik was a newham, The painting ieemed fitting,”

DRESSING HOOK A dressing nook divides the emsulte fram

the main bedrosen, The Queen fane-style dressing table enee
beelonged toAlanna’s mother. The chair waos o roodsde find.
Li-ﬂ'ﬂ rrﬂl.'-'rg{rh'.ﬂ Eclectic Find. For Whire 2o Buy, fed page 3o,
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DESIGNERS SHARE THEIR KITCHEN SECRETS

Faint colours are reprodusced as accurately as printing processes allow.

KITCHEN &
BATHROOM
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BACKYARD Owner Alomna Smit with her children
(lram left) blaisie, Penclope mnd Sam. Her buibars
Mike made the pizea ovwen, Dining table, Cotreald
Furniture Collection. Directioe’s chairs, Wisteria Design.
Smart buy: Bella Viita featean lights, $32004.3m,
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the way for the renovation of this Sydney
7 -::-f m‘-’lnt-.!rﬂ:-r ;lemg :

LIVING Alanna bowght the sofa froem a friend and had it
reupheliztered, “That was alment eight yearn ege and, e, it's
atill whitel” she sy, loughing. 5t Regis chairs, Senicsn Designs.
Antsque ottoman. Rug, ArmadillafCa. Fireplace, jetmaer.
Smart bayi For similar library unit, try the Horrington three-bay
bookcase, 5280, Maison Living.

ENTRANCE Festuring a doable-height ceiling and walls of
glnss, the cleverly planned emronce gives the home o spocious
kel right fram the krant dees, Custem-made door and windown
by Lomgrea Joinery. Pendont lighs, Ro Sham Beaux. For Where
o Buy, nee pager sob

4 They then extended the house at the front to
accommadate a new bathroom and two new bedrooms,
This feotprint meets their of fice and a rooftop garden
on top of the garage. “We work together and talk about
the business a lot, so we wanted the office 1o be
completely out of sight from the house, and therefore
aut of mind,” says Alanna,

Internal tweaks were also in order: the couple
turned an adjacent bedroam into an ensuite for thelr
bedroom, and transformed another into a music/
guestroom. Anexira metre in width and pitched roof
were added to the rear living area to correct its
proportions and a bathroom removed to make
the galley kitchen a more spacious proposition. An
outdoor entertaining zone was added off the living
area, shaped around the existing frangipani, and to
top it off, a shed at the rear of the property was
transformed into guest accommaedation.

Time in the trade taught the couple a few tricks
that paid off handsomely, the most striking of which
i% the new z.5m wide, double-height foyver. With glazing
on two sides and a hand-stacked dry-stone wall, this
arresting space works as alightwell, allows for cross-
ventilation and most importantly, creates the
irmpression of a more spacious house to follow. “In
fact, the room sizes are standard,” says Alanna.

Apsthetically, it also paves the way for Alanna's
interior approach - a deft Australian take on
plantation and Hamptons style, Here, a combination
of reworked family heirlooms, garage-sale finds and
carefully selected designer pieces are woven into a
casual yet sophisticated space. This practical,
unprecious approach suits the home's era and
enables, rather than circumscribes, daily life for
this young family.

With Sam now four, Penelope, six, and Maisie,
seven, and the house humming along nicely, the
importance of those early days of planning is apparent.

"Iove it when the house is Filled with people,” says
Alanna. “The kids play out the back and I'll entertain
with a table Full of food. Some of our best days are
spent that way.” H&G
Alanma Smit Structural Interiors, Neupaort, NSW;
alanmasmit.com.au. Mike Smit Constructions,
Newport, NEW: wanemikesmitconstructions, con.au.
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Fresh ideas

From the oversized foyer that creates the
imipression of a mare spacicus home to 2 deck
bailt around a mature frangipand, this home is
replete with smart ideas. Cing of Alanna's
favaurites, t|1n-u.g|'b. is the custom-made oak
butcher's block irset imto the island bench, "I
serves two purposes. [t's the width of bench, 5o
you can work from either the kitchen or dining
side and it hides the join in the stone.”
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